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had been peremptorily denied. And this was more
than confirmed by the public language of the greater
part of the Bishops. The charges against the Tract-
arian party of Romanising, and of flagrant dishonesty,
long urged by irresponsible opponents, were now
formally adopted by the University authorities, and
specially directed against the foremost man of the
party. From that time the fate of the party at Oxford
was determined. It must break up. Sooner or later,
there must be a secession more or less discrediting
and disabling those who remained. And so the
break-up came, and yet, so well grounded and so
congenial to the English Church were the leading
principles of the movement, that not even that disas-
trous and apparently hopeless wreck prevented them
from again asserting their claim and becoming once
more active and powerful. The Via Media, whether
or not logically consistent, was a thing of genuine
English growth, and was at least a working theory.